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SEPARATION IS DIFFICULT...

But you can get through it and begin a new 
season of your life with a good foundation.



After helping ex-couples manage their 
separation, I've found these 5 tips to be 
helpful to protect yourself and begin to 
turn the page..



Read on as I lay those out for you in detail, 
so you can begin to move forward. I hope 
they are helpful!
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Introduction



Bank Accounts

Tip 01

Get your own bank account. Have your 
wages paid into your bank account so you 
can control it.



Contact your bank to make sure that joint 
bank accounts cannot be withdrawn 
without both of you agreeing. This stops 
one person emptying joint bank accounts 
in the short term.



Change your pin on bank cards and online 
banking.



Password Management

Change your passwords for emails, social 
media, password software, online banking, 
your phone, Android/Apple store, online 
subscriptions etc.



Make sure your partner cannot locate you 
using features such as "find my iPhone” or 
anything similar on your phone.

Tip 02



Debt Control

Take your ex-partner off your credit card and 
other loans so they don’t incur any more 
debt that you might be liable for.



You should call your bank to discuss 
protecting loans and mortgages e.g. set up 
alerts, dual signatory for any loans, redraw, 
off-set accounts.



It’s a good idea to call providers of water, 
electricity, telephone, internet etc to make 
sure you control who has access to the 
account (and to minimise any surprise bills)


Tip 03



Copy Important Documents

Here is a list of important documents you 
should have on hand, with several copies 
for peace of mind:

  

      Title for the property

      Shares/cryptocurrency statements         

      Superannuation statements

      Pay slips

      Mortgage statements

      Business balance statements and tax   

      returns 

      Personal tax returns for last 3 years

      Backup your computer and phone

Tip 04



Get The Right Advice

It’s normal to feel overwhelmed by the 
situation. Speaking to an experienced 
family lawyer is often the first step to get 
clarity about your rights, your options, and 
what to do next.



A lawyer can help you answer:



What a fair division of the assets of the 
relationship looks like, how much you 
should get, and how much your partner 
should get.

How parenting arrangements for children 
under 18 are determined, and how much 
time you and your partner should be 
spending with your children.

The process for making an agreement 
with your partner legally binding.

Tip 05



It’s Free to 
Discuss Your 

Situation

or call (08) 9470 2777

Speak With Our Team Today

Free Discussion

www.familylawassist.com.au

http://www.familylawassist.com.au/contact-us/

